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yeowomen’s work in making sure that
we would get to this day.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to speak in support of the “Setting Every
Community Up for Retirement Enhancement
Act of 2019.”

H.R. 1994, the Setting Every Community Up
for Retirement Enhancement (SECURE) Act
helps Americans to save more for a secure re-
tirement and delivering a urgently needed fix
for Gold Star military families facing drastic tax
hikes under the GOP tax scam.

This legislation:

Makes it easier for small businesses to offer
retirement plans to their employees;

Ensures that hard-working home health care
workers can receive retirement benefits; and,

Eliminates the unexpected and unfair enor-
mous tax increases caused by the GOP tax
scam that were on the survivorship benefits of
children in Gold Star military families already
facing the extraordinary hardship of losing a
loved one.

The spouses of our fallen heroes sometimes
sign over earned benefits to their children to
ensure the family receives all benefits.

This bill will help Gold Star Families who are
being taxed unfairly by the Trump Tax Cut.

But because the new Republican tax law
brought changes to how children’s assets are
taxed, many Gold Star Families are required
to pay thousands of additional dollars in taxes
on survivor benefits—a crushing blow to fami-
lies who have already given so much to our
country.

Prior to the Trump Tax Cut Scam, money
given by the military to the children of troops
who died on duty were taxed at the same rate
as their surviving parents.

But under Trump’s tax cuts the changes in-
cluded in the December 2017 tax law over-
haul, those benefits were instead treated the
same as family estate transfers, which in-
creased the tax rate from no more than 15
percent to up to 37 percent.

This change significantly raised the tax bills
for many of those military families.

It is important to provide these needed
changes to protect Gold Star Families, and |
look forward to the additional changes that are
under way to help others hurt by the inequity
of the Trump tax hike for the very rich.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 389,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of H.R. 1994 is postponed.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the
Journal, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 223, nays
194, answered ‘‘present’” 2, not voting
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Crenshaw Hunter Riggleman
Crow Hurd (TX) Roby
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Messrs. CROW, VAN DREW, and Ms.
OCASIO-CORTEZ changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Mses. ADAMS and TITUS changed
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

——
SETTING EVERY COMMUNITY UP
FOR RETIREMENT ENHANCE-

MENT ACT OF 2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1994) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to encourage retirement savings,
and for other purposes, will now re-
sume.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I
have a motion to recommit at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. MCHENRY. Yes, in its current
form.
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